My Throe Years in America

Nevertheless, I had conducted the most important negotia-
tions of the war, and the Monarch must, in any case, have had
tho wish to hear the report of it all from tho person chiefly con-
cerned. Besides, the Kaiser knew as well as I jdid, that in
Washington I had pursued the policy of whic.lt he and tho Chan-
cellor were actually in favour. Otherwise, the, Imperial Mcm-
orandtirn, which was sent to me abotit the U-boat war, and
to which I have already referred, would In* inexplicable, Mean-
while, however, this policy had not been able to prevail against
the preponderating influence of the military party, who demanded
the U-boat campaign, Now, of course, I have no longer any
doubt that the views which General Ltulendoril expressed
against me before the Examination Committee of the National
Assembly, simply as his personal opinion and without proof,
constituted more or less what was sug^ustod to the Kaiser at
this time* Briefly, they wished to make me the scapegoat
for the United States' entry into the war, and this, despite the
fact that all that I had prophesied in regard to American policy
had proved correct, and all that my opponents had prophesied
had proved wrong. In their efforts to accomplish tlxis end,
they found that a poisonous mixture could bo brewed out of my
efforts for peace, and my well-known democratic views, which
the Kaiser was not able to resist.
The unhappy Monarch unfortunately never once realized
that the ** Democrats" were his best friends, Tho Imperial
power could, in the long run, only be upheld, if it found both
its support and its counter*weight in a strong democracy, Like
Friedrich Wilhclm IV., William II. was also unable to adapt
himself to the changing circumstances of his time- The one-
sided composition of his entourage, which was always recruited
from among people who held his own views, was, at all events,
chiefly to blame for this*
Although the Imperial Chancellor had told me that he would
overcome the Kaiser's displeasure^in regard to myself, almost
two months elapsed before*! was received at General Head-
s^ and even then, it was only because a question had
asked about the matter in the Reichstag* When I saw the
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